
Walking towards the bus
q Look underneath for leaks, anything hanging. 

Does the bus sit level? Any body damage?

q Check the antenna on top of the bus is not 
broken or missing.

q Check the lenses for the cluster lights are not 
cracked broken or missing.

q Check that the school signage is not peeling or 
missing.

q Check that the lenses for eight-way amber and 
reds are not cracked, broken or missing.

q Check the molding around the windshield is not 
damaged.

q Check the windshield is not cracked or broken.
q Check that the wiper blades are not bent or 

broken and the safety inspection sticker is up to 
date. 

Antenna Cluster lights

Signage 8-ways

Window 
& moldingWiper blades & 

inspection 
sticker

Instructor, Ken Graff



Walking towards the bus

q Check the lenses of hazard/turn signals, not 
cracked, broken or missing.

q Check the amber reflective tape above the 
headlights is not peeling or missing.

q Check that the headlight lenses are not 
broken or missing.

q Check the bumper is firmly mounted.
q Check that the license plate is firmly mounted 

to the bumper.
q Check that the crossing gate is not bent or 

broken or missing and the crossing  gate 
motor is firmly mounted to the bumper.

q Check that the mounts for the cross over, flat 
and convex mirrors on the service door side 
are secure and the mirrors are not cracked, 
broken or missing and clean. Unlatch the 
hood. Repeat on the driver’s side.

Hazzard/turn 
signal lenses

Reflective tape

Headlight Lenses

Bumper
Grossing gate

Mirror 
mounts 
& 
mirrors

License plate



§ Open Hood

Ø Drivers side:

q Check that all the wires are 
connected and not frayed.

q Check that all the hoses are 
connected and not leaking.

Wires

Hoses 



Driver’s side:
q Check the brake fluid reservoir is 

securely mounted, not cracked or 
broken and the brake fluid is at an 
adequate level.

Brake Fluid Reservoir



Driver’s side
q Keep checking hoses for leaks and 

connections.

q Check the serpentine belt. No more than 
¾ inch play.

q Check the power steering reservoir is 
securely mounted and the fluid level 
adequate.

Hoses

Belt

Power Steering



Driver’s side
q Check that the 

transmission has fluid in it 
by using the transmission 
dip stick.

q Check that the steering 
column is not bent or 
broken.

Transmission dip stick

Steering column



Driver’s side
q Keep checking the whole steering column is 

not dented or broke and secured.
q

q Check that the steering column is securely 
mounted into the steering gear box.

q Check the pitman arm is not cracked or broken 
and securely mounted to the steering gear 
box.

q Check the drag link is securely mounted to the 
pitman arm by a castle nut and cotter pin, not 
cracked or broken.

Steering column

Steering gear box

Pitman arm

Drag Link



Driver’s side q Check that the drag link is securely mounted 
to the steering knuckle with a cotter pin and 
castle nut.

q Check that the tie rod is not bent or broken 
and securely mounted with a cotter pin and 
castle nut.

q Check that the leaf springs are not cracked, 
broken or shifted and securely mounted by 
the front and back spring mounts.

q Check the U-bolts are securely mounted 
around the leaf springs.

q Check the shock is securely mounted to the 
frame and not cracked, broken or leaking and 
the frame is not cracked, no broken welds, 
and no holes other than the from the factory.

q Check the brake line is securely fastened and 
not leaking.

Steering knuckle

Tie rod 

Leaf springs & spring mount

U-Bolts

Shock

Brake line

Drag link



Driver’s side
q Check the dust cover is securely mounted 

and there is no sign of metal shavings 
through the sight window. 

q Check the caliper is securely mounted, not 
loose or broken. 

q Check the inner rim is not cracked, broken 
or welded.

q Check the inner tire wall is not bubbled, 
slashed or leaking.

Dust cover

Caliper

Inner rim

Inner tire wall



Driver’s 
side
q Check the tire tread, 

no less than 4/32 
tread depth, evenly 
worn.

q Check the outer tire 
wall, no bubbles, 
slashes or leaks.

q Check the outer rim, 
not cracked, broken or 
welded.

q Check the valve stem 
is straight, not cracked 
or leaking air and has 
a cap. q Check the hub 

bolts are tight and 
the hub seal does 
not leak grease.

Tire tread

Outer tire wall

Outer rim

Tire valve stem

q Check that the lug 
nuts are tight with 
no shiny metal or 
rust trails around 
them.

Lug nuts Hub bolts and seal



Service door side
q Check the wires are connected, not frayed.

q Check the hoses are connected, not 
leaking.

q Check the air filter housing is securely 
mounted and the air filter is clean.

Wires 

Hoses 

Air filter housing



Service door side
q Keep checking 

the hose 
connections 
for any leaks.

q Check the 
alternator is 
securely 
mounted with 
no missing 
nuts or bolts.

q Check the oil 
is  between 
the hash 
marks using 
the oil dip 
stick.

Hoses 

Oil dip stick

Alternator 

q Check the 
coolant 
reservoir is 
secured, not 
cracked, 
broken or 
leaking with 
adequate 
fluid.

q Check the 
wiper fluid 
reservoir is 
secured, not 
cracked, 
broken or 
leaking with 
adequate 
fluid.

Coolant reservoir

Washer fluid reservoir



Service door side
q Check the shock is not cracked, broken, 

missing, not leaking and securely 
mounted to the frame and the frame is 
not rusted and no holes other than from 
the factory.

q Check the brake line is attached, not 
leaking.

q Check the leaf springs are not cracked, 
broken or shifted and securely mounted 
to the front and back spring mounts.

q Check the U-bolts are securely fastened 
around the leaf springs.

q Check the tie rod is not cracked, broken 
or missing and securely fasten by a 
cotter pin and castle nut.

shock

Brake line

Leaf springs

U-bolts 

Tie Rod



q Check the dust cover is secured, not 
broken or missing, no metal shavings in 
the sight window. 

q Check the caliper is secured, not loose, 
broken or missing.

q Check the inner rim is not cracked, broken 
or welded.

q Check the inner tire wall has no slashes or 
bubbles and is not leaking.

Dust cover

Caliper

Inner rim

Inner tire wall



Service door side
q Check tire tread is worn evenly 

and no less than 4/32 tread 
depth.

Tire tread q Check that the tire 
wall is not 
slashed, bubbled 
or leaking.

q Check the outer 
rim is not cracked, 
broken or welded.

q Check the valve 
stem is not 
cracked or leaking 
and capped.

q Check the lug nuts 
are tight with no 
shiny metal or rust 
trails around 
them.

Tire wall

Outer rim

Lug nuts
Hub bolts and seal

Check the hub bolts are tight and no grease from seal.

Valve stem



Close and Latch the 
Hood of the Bus.



q Check that 
the service 
door 
opens and 
closes 
freely with 
no loose or 
broken 
hinges.

q Check the 
molding 
around the 
doors is 
not 
damaged 
and the 
glass is not 
cracked or 
broken.

q Check the 
mud flap is 
not 
damaged.

q Check the stair matting 
is not worn or torn.

q Check the step light 
lens is not cracked or 
missing.

q Check the handrails 
are secured, not 
broken.

q Check the fire 
extinguisher is secured 
and up to date.

q Check the trash can is 
secured and no more 
than half full.

q Check that there is 
three  emergency 
triangles.Molding Glass 

Matting

Step light

Handrail

Fire extinguisher

Trash can

Emergency triangles

Mud flap

Service door

Handrail



q Check the 
driver’s seat is 
securely 
mounted.

q Check the 
driver’s seat 
belt is 
properly 
anchored and 
working.

q Check the 
driver’s 
window opens 
and closes 
freely, not 
cracked or 
broken.

Driver’s seat

Seat belt

Driver’s window

q Check that the 
insurance and 
registration 
papers are up 
to date.

Insurance & 
registration

{Everything in order, fluid motion}

Check body fluid 
kit is stocked and 
secured. 

q Check body 
fluid clean up 
kit is stocked 
and securely 
mounted. 
{Body fluid 
clean up kit is 
inside upper 
glove 
compartment.)

Body fluid kit



q Check the 
signage is not 
peeling or 
missing all the 
way around on 
the bulkhead.

q Check that the 
fans, student 
mirror and sun 
visor are 
securely 
mounted.

q Check the first 
aid kit has 7 
unopened 
boxes of band 
aids.

q Check the 
inside molding 
of the 
windshield is 
not damaged 
or missing.

Bulkhead

Fans, student mirror, 
sun visor

First aid

Inside molding



q Before 
putting the 
key in the 
ignition, push 
and release 
the brake 
pedal, should 
hear a 
whining 
sound 
indicating 
your 
hydraulic 
brake motor 
is working.

Brake pedal

q Put key in the 
ignition and 
turn to 
accessories, 
check all 
warning lights 
illuminate and 
gages are 
working. 

q Place gear 
shifter in any 
gear except 
neutral and try 
to start, bus 
should not 
start. This is 
the Neutral 
Safety Switch 
test.

Warning lights & gages



Start the Bus
q Check the 

steering wheel 
has no more 
than 2” play for a 
20” wheel.

q Check washer 
fluid sprays and 
wipers clean 
windows 
sufficiently.

q Check all 
switches on high 
and low work 
and the noise 
suppressant 
switch works.

*Stand, looking 
towards back 
door

q Check that all 
seats are latched 
to the frame and 
all frames are 
fastened to the 
floor.

q Check that the 
matting in the 
isle is not worn 
or torn.

Noise suppressant switch

Isle matting

*Leave the strobe light switch 
on to check the strobe light 
from the rear roof hatch.



q Check the 
emergency door 
signage is not 
peeling or 
missing, check the 
molding around 
all the back 
windows is not 
damaged or 
missing.

q  Open emergency 
door to hear 
alarm sounds and 
check the molding 
at the top of door 
is not damaged or 
missing.

q On the way back to 
the front, check 
dome lights  are not 
cracked, broken or 
missing.

q Check emergency 
windows open and 
close freely, are 
clearly marked and 
the alarm sounds.

q Check that the 
emergency roof 
hatches open and 
close freely, the 
signage is not 
peeling or missing 
and the alarm 
sounds.

Dome lights

Roof hatch
*Check the strobe light when the 
rear roof hatch is opened.



Brake Checks
{when back to the front of bus}

qHydraulic Brake Check- Pump the brakes 3 times, hold pedal down on the 
third pump, count 5 seconds. If the pedal sinks toward the floor, there is a 
leak in the system.

qParking Brake Check- With the parking brake applied, place gear shifter in 
drive, raise the rpm’s slightly by pressing on the gas pedal. The bus should 
not move.

qService Brake Check- Pull the bus forward about 5 mph, apply the brakes 
normally. The bus should stop smoothly without pulling to one side or the 
other.

                 {Honk your horn, backup.}  then {Activate lamp check.}



Start in the front
{top to bottom}

q Check the cluster lights are not cracked, broken or 
missing and proper color.

q Check that the 8-way amber and reds are working 
and proper color.

q Check that the hazard/turn signals are working.

q Check that headlights are working on high and low 
beam.

Cluster lights

8-ways lights

Hazard/Turn signal 
lights

Headlights 



q Check the clearance lights are working, not broken or missing and 
the proper color.

q Check that the signage is not peeling or damaged.

q Check that the passenger windows are not cracked, broken or 
missing and the emergency windows are clearly marked.

q Check the fuse box has no foreign objects in it.

q Check the stop arm, lenses and signage are not damaged or 
missing.

q Check the signage and reflective tape below the passenger 
windows is not damaged or peeling.

q Check the battery door opens and closes freely and the batteries 
are locked down and show no signs of leakage.

q Check the two amber, one red reflectors are not peeling, or 
missing.

Clearance lights

signage

Passenger windows

Fuse box

Stop arm

Signage and reflective tape

Battery box
Reflectors



Underneath the bus
q Check that the 

drive shafts are 
securely 
mounted with 
hangers to the 
frame and the 
universal joints 
are intact, not 
cracked or 
broken.

q Check that the 
safety straps are 
intact, not  
cracked, broken 
or missing.

q Make sure the 
exhaust is 
secured to the 
frame with 
hangers, not 
cracked, 
broken,  missing 
or leaking 
fumes.

Drive shaft

Exhaust 
Hanger 

Universal joint 

Safety strap

Exhaust hangerDrive shaft



Driver’s side rear duals

q Check that the spring mounts are not cracked or 
broken and securely mounted to the frame.

q Check the inner tire has air in it and the tread 
depth is no less than 2/32 in both tires.

q Check there is nothing between the duals.
q Check the outer tire wall has no slashes, bubbles or 

leaks.
q Check the rim is not cracked, broken or welded.
q Check the valve stems are straight, not leaking. 
q Check the lug nuts are tight with no rust trails or 

shiny metal around them.
q Check the rear axle seal bolts are tight and the seal 

does not leak.
q Check the mud flap is not damaged and securely 

fastened.

Right spring mount

Standing in front of rear duals.

Tire wall

Rim 

Lug nuts

Rear axle 
bolts and 
seal

Valve stems

Inner tire

Mud flap



Ø  Bend down to see the opposite side 
rear duals.  

q Check the leaf springs are not cracked, 
broken or shifted.

q Check the shock is securely mounted, 
not leaking.

q Check the U-bolt is secured, not 
broken.

q Check the brake is secured, not 
hanging, and the brake line is attached 
and not leaking.

q Check the inner rim is not cracked, 
broken or welded. 

q Check the inner tire wall, no slashes or 
bubbles, not leaking.

Standing to the right of the dual wheels:  Driver’s side Leaf springsU-bolt

Brake 

Shock 

Brake line 

Inner rim 

Inner tire wall 



Underneath bus: Driver’s side rear corner view

q Check that the 
exhaust is 
secured with 
hangers, not 
cracked, broken 
or leaking fumes.

q Check that the 
fuel tank and 
cage are securely 
mounted to the 
frame, not 
cracked, broken 
or leaking.

Exhaust 

Fuel tank & cage



Standing behind bus
q Check red cluster lights are not cracked, broken 

or missing and working.
q Check the signage is not peeling or missing.
q Check the eight-way amber and reds are not 

cracked, broken or missing and working.
q Check all of the reflective tape around the back 

of bus is not peeling or missing.
q Check the windows are not cracked or missing 

and the molding around the windows is not 
damaged or missing.

q Check the brake, turn signal, tail and back-up 
lights are not cracked, broken or missing and 
working.

q Check the license plate is securely mounted and 
the registration sticker is up-to-date. 

q Check the red reflectors are not peeling or 
missing.

q Check the bumper is securely mounted, not 
damaged and the tail pipe extends at least 1” 
past the bumper.

Cluster lights
signage

8-ways

Windows 
& 
moldings

Reflective 
tape

Brake, turn 
signal, tail 
and back-
up lights

License 
plate & 
registration
sticker

Red reflectors

Bumper 
and tail 
pipe



q Open rear emergency door all the way, making sure 
the door catch is operable.

q Check the molding on the sides and underneath of 
the door is not damaged or missing.

   Note  *when you were checking the inside, you 
checked the top of the door molding.

Door catch

Door molding



Service door side
same-ish as driver’s side 

q Check clearance lights, upper signage.

q Check passenger windows, emergency windows clearly marked.

q School signage, reflective tape, two amber, one red reflectors.

q Check the fuel door opens and closes freely and the fuel cap is not 
cracked, broken or missing and secured.

q Check the mud flap is securely fastened, not damaged.

q Standing in front of duals, bend down to see other side inner tire 
wall, inner rim, leaf springs, shock, etc.

q Tire tread, outer tire wall, rim, valve stems, lug nuts, rear axle seal 
and bolts.

(Top to bottom)



Enter bus again
Close service door:

q Activate amber 8-ways.
q Open service door,
q Check red 8-ways come on and 

that the stop arm and stop gate 
deploy.

q Check both sides of stop arm 
red lights are working.

q Make sure cancel switch works, 
if the crossing gate comes back 
in, it’s  working.

q Close service door, this should 
cancel all 8-way lights.

q Do a radio check, “Bus 2 to 
base”.

q Turn bus off, cancel student 
check beeper. 

Activate 8-ways

Cancel crossing gate switch


